Lovers in the Cosmos

by Vic 9000



Scene 1

CATHY and DAVE meet for the first time at a conference. Dave enters the room. He
looks around, checks his watch, etc. He is waiting for someone. There are more people
coming into the room, most of them are wearing suits and all of them look very busy
with their smartphones, laptops, etc., some rushed but many casually distracted by
whatever they find on their various devices while they sit and wait for something or
someone to start. Some people pass Dave as they enter the room/aisle. Dave nods at
them as he waits in his line The lights change from bright white to deep blue very slowly
and without s sudden jump - this transition should be unobtrusive so it does not distract
from any dialogue (this is important because gradually we will see that Cathy does not
really ‘enter’ the stage). In fact she has been [there] all along: hovering above everyone
in a sort of semi-transparent ghost-like form that is barely visible unless you know she's
there; perhaps we see her partially through Dave’s body or shadow... We hear Cathy
before we see her because she starts speaking even before she fully materializes...
She also talks on her phone [which has appeared out of thin air].

CATHY

Yeah hi I'm here now | have a seat right up front | think there might be standing room
only otherwise yeah no problem thanks, bye bye.. (She puts down the phone) Hey! Hi!
Sorry! Yes! Right?...

Dave sees her and walks towards her...

DAVE

You right? / You're here? / Where are you sitting?

CATHY

Right up front -- seat number eight A... Is this your cell?! [She sees his headphones...]
Oh sorry weren't you listening to something...? Maybe I'm interrupting...?

DAVE

No it's fine ... Hi.. ..



CATHY

Well hi! My name is Cathy. Sorry, were you listening to something?

DAVE

No, not really... | mean, yes. Yes | was listening to something. But it's okay... It's fine...
I'm Dave.

CATHY

Hi Dave! | just love the start of these conferences — don't you? The mingling with people
who are interested in the same things as you! Don't you think that's great?

DAVE: Yeah it can be nice—

CATHY

Oh my gosh do you know what they're starting with?! They're doing mythological entities
in marketing today — as a topic — because they always use an intriguing title to get
people interested and then talk about something totally different or unrelated later on
when no one is paying attention... Isn't that clever?! What kind of a title is ‘mythological
entities’?? Can you imagine anyone being intrigued by that???!! ...I've been following
them for years; ever since | was dragged along by a friend and haven't looked back
since-- Do you come here often?

DAVE

Sometimes... Not always... Not as often as some other folks maybe ...

CATHY

You work in marketing do ya'?

DAVE

Well sort of... / Yeah... // You too? - Wait, how do YOU know / about this conference??
/I How many abductees are they gonna have on stage today!? - [He sees CATHY has
started to dematerialize...] Cathy?! Cathy!!! Where are you going?? We just met!!! [But



she has vanished.] Ugh!!!!!ll ... Hello?! Earth to aliens!!! Come on!!! This is getting
ridiculous!!!

Scene 2

We start the scene where we left off in the last one: Dave is standing there, on his own,
puzzled by what just happened, looking around (but no one pays attention to him), he
checks his watch... Then a short announcement is made that the presentations will
begin shortly. Dave listens carefully for Cathy's name but he does not hear it. He starts
pacing around when suddenly...

ACTOR 1

Hi Davel!

Dave almost jumps out of his skin. He turns around. This Actor has come up behind him
without his noticing... The Actor is actually a member of the cast, but there's nothing to
distinguish that here-- in fact, this could easily be another Dave who enters at this
moment... This Actor wears a label which reads ‘Cathy’. One could imagine that Dave
grabs hold of this Cathy - because he is so startled - and shakes her roughly while
asking: < imitation of an alien species> What the fuck? Who ARE you?!

DAVE

(Shaken) CATHY!!! ... No.... | thought YOU were Cathy!!! What's going on?? Where's
Cathy???!l She just vanished!! Has anyone seen a disappearing woman around here
somewhere???? Ugh!!l Jeez!!!

CATHY 1

There she is over there! Isn't she great? We have the same name and everything-- my
god! You should've seen our meet-cute / it was so adorable—

CATHY 2

(offstage) We can call each other by each others' names all day long if we want to, or
every other sentence for that matter / whatever tickles your fancy--- So what'd you think
about my clever ruse then Mr Holmes? Whaddya think happened to her during this



laughs really hard / fake laugh] That was me!!!! Ha ha hahaaahhahahha

CATHY 1 leaves while CATHY 2 enters... Or they switch seamlessly without stopping
the scene.

CATHY 2

Listen I'm sorry about that maybe I took it too far you know pretend gods & goddesses
before actual deities themselves it's just bloody hilarious listening to them talk like that--
Oh yeah / | forgot / You don't believe in any of that stuff do you? You're not particularly
religious are you ...?

DAVE

Why would you ask me something like that?? Of course not.. Not everyone's religious ...
[He notices her pierced nose...] Hey wait a minute, how can YOU ask me something like
that when YOU pierced your nose???!!l These nose piercings are like one of the most

CATHY 1

Ummmm....

CATHY 2

Yeah right | pierced my nose / you're crazy — Why do you even care, Dave? Is Cathy's
nose piercing really that important to you?

DAVE

No-- Not really-- it's just --- wait a minute!!! You knew she was faking but you let me go
on & on about it anyway???!!! Ugh!!l Why doesn't anything ever happen the way it's
supposed to around here???!1l!



CATHY 2

My name is actually Cathy, Dave. I'm Cathy. And this is my real nose [indicates nose]
and not a fake one at all... My name is Cathy and | work in marketing.. Can you believe
it?! Do you want to get a coffee or something after this? Or maybe a drink? I'm not
actually proposing we drink alcohol, ha ha-- | was thinking more of juice or sparkling
water ... Listen, the presentations are about to start again...

DAVE

Actually I think aliens abduct you / they don't care which one / can we just get back to
that? Aliens -- abductions -- got it???? Good!!! Excellent!!! Fantastico! —

RATHER than have Cathy speak the next line (‘you mean like right now?’) she simply
takes him by the hand and leads him up front / the Actor does not need to stop talking
or even look at them... The other actors listen for a beat after he has been led away and
then begin speaking as if nothing ever happened, starting the presentations... After 5-10
minutes in real time, Dave comes back from up front, and Cathy is holding his hand.
They are clearly together now.

DAVE

So what you're saying is that there are actual aliens out there who want to abduct us
and not just pretend ones or marketers, right?

CATHY

That's right Dave— If you're not a believer before this then you will be after today...
They'll definitely have you.

DAVE

And you've actually been abducted yourself? You've seen them up close & personal??

CATHY

Oh yeah / more than once— But it's never anything too terrible though, | don't think
aliens mean to harm us at all... Maybe they just do it for amusement or something??? |
haven't figured that part out yet but whatever their reasons it's fine with me... You know,



I'm actually kind of flattered— Who wouldn't be? It's like being picked out of all the
humans in the world to get special attention from a superior race! What could possibly
be wrong with that?!

DAVE

So why do people get so upset about it then — if it doesn't harm them?

CATHY

Because they're scared, Dave. Just scared. And jealous maybe. Of those who have had
experiences ... Or maybe a bit resentful of their general belief that we should all aspire
to be better than we are now ... Or maybe just feel sorry for those who are abducted
because obviously they must have something seriously wrong with them.

Scene 3

Cathy and Dave are in bed after having sex for the first time... They are naked. They are
holding hands on top of the covers / next to each other's bodies.

CATHY

| know this is going to sound crazy, but... when we were doing it... You were speaking
Klingon.

DAVE
What? No | wasn't!

CATHY

Don't be embarrassed - it's totally understandable! | mean, after all you are a huge Star
Trek fan and you're having sex with a Trekkie...

DAVE

A what? (He turns to the audience.) What the fuck is a Trekkie? (Turning back to
Cathy.) What are you talking about?! We didn't do it in Klingon - how could | have been
speaking Klingon?!



CATHY

Don't worry, it doesn't mean anything. It's not like some psychic connection or anything
weird like that. It's just that sometimes aliens speak through people and their preferred
language tends to be whatever pops into their head at the moment... which is why most
abductees only hear nonsense words and phrases, but some people obviously get more
than others. Like me. I've been abducted so many times that they're practically family by
now, and they've started to let me in on some of their secrets. Like Dave here being
fluent in Klingon...

DAVE

Actually, I'm not fluent; | know a few words here and there but mostly just curses and
obscenities because my roommate was really into it and he used to know everything
about it.. .

CATHY

Oh! So that's where it came from! That explains everything! See what | mean? It isn't
just me — it proves the aliens are speaking through you! Right then, what did you say?
Try to remember...

DAVE

Well, let's see - 'Qapla’ means 'success’, right? Or maybe 'success/may you.' And 'Ql
gatlh' means ‘(you) kill well," or '(you) kill him/her." And then there's 'QI gatlh Dich Qapla’
which means 'Success/May You Kill Well Forever.' Isn't that awesome?!?!

CATHY

(Sarcasm.) Ah yes - nothing sexier than a little Klingon sodomy! How unexpected! (To
the audience.) Please don't get me wrong - Dave is super hot and everything but
somehow hearing him curse in Klingon while he was inside me wasn't exactly my idea
of an erotic experience --- although admittedly it was kind of funny. In any case—

DAVE

Oh come on - don't act like you didn't enjoy yourself ! You were moaning pretty loudly...
maybe in agony but still: Moaning . . . as in enjoying yourself . .. as in—

CATHY

(Interrupting.) Okay , okay ! Fine ! Whatever ! Maybe for a brief moment during orgasm
one small nerve cell might have fired saying ‘Klingon sex is awesome !’ but | assure you



it was just a random bio-chemical reaction and has nothing to do with my actual feelings
on the matter . .. because, obviously, fucking in Klingon is a horrible idea.

DAVE
Why?

CATHY

It's just too difficult to sustain a relationship when one partner speaks a completely
different language. Even if you learn each other's words it can only go so far - eventually
you need to be able to talk about things. You might get the basics right, but how will you
deal with all the nuances of human interaction? How will you solve your problems? How
will you communicate your unique internal experiences? You'll probably end up hating
each other - or at least feeling hopelessly alienated from each other. You might argue
that this problem exists in any relationship where couples don't speak the same
language—

DAVE
So what ? That doesn't mean—

CATHY

Yes it does! There are different languages and dialects of humanity; obviously we
understand different things, have different ways of looking at the world, different
reactions to stimuli... otherwise there wouldn't be so much conflict and
misunderstanding between people - would there ? And besides which - even if you
could overcome all those obstacles (which I'm not saying that you can) aliens are just
too completely different from humans; their way of thinking, their physiology, their
culture—

DAVE

Not necessarily...

CATHY

Oh yes they are! They're from outer space for fuck's sake ! Their brains don't work like
ours! Their bodies don't work like ours ! Maybe they're all adorable little Ewoks or
something but they're still alien and no one should ever expect them to resonate with us
in any meaningful way — especially not in terms of romantic love —



DAVE

So what are you saying?! That we should never take an alien lover?! Is that your big,
bold take-away message?!

CATHY

(Pause.)

Yes. That is exactly what I'm saying. If you'll excuse me, I'm going to go take a bath...
(She gets up and starts towards the bathroom door.)

DAVE

Wait — don't you want to argue about this? Isn't that what couples do - they argue ?
Shouldn't we be fighting over who's right and who's wrong and so forth? Is this some
kind of cosmic joke or something?!

CATHY

It's not a joke. And | really can't talk about this right now — it makes me feel all squirmy
inside; it makes my skin itch -- maybe later if we're still interested . . . (She exits)

DAVE

Okay... (Dave turns to the audience.) Well, that was confusing/disconcerting/kind of
depressing. Also it made my cock kind of sore... but anyway... Shitl My roommate is
going to be so pissed at me! When he finds out | screwed up his Klingon sex quote he's
going to eviscerate me ! He worked on that phrase for weeks ! ... Or maybe not; it could
have just come tumbling out naturally... Maybe he never actually intended to use that
phrase; maybe he was just dicking around... Oh fuck it — | don't care! If he gets pissed
off let him yell at me! Who cares?! For the first time in years things are finally starting to
happen in my life and there's no way in hell I'm going to let some petty roommate ruin
everything for me ! No way ! So fuck him! Fuck him sideways with a bat'leth ! ...

Scene 4
A brief musical number sung by ALIENS.

ALIENS

We take you to new worlds

We take you on adventures

We do this because it is fun

And what is life without a little fun?
Sometimes we abduct people



And it's not very nice.

But so many of our species have been done wrong
By their own planet's people.

So we visit them in space

And show them friendship and embrace.
You might get injured or lose a toe,

Or even freeze your brain,

But that's just the way it goes.

Take it from an alien, life can be grand!
Sometimes we abduct you for your genes,
Or just cause you're human and weird,
But don't feel too bad about it | guess,
Cause-- Fucking Awesome!

Life on earth is fucking awesome!

People walk around all day

Singing songs full of joy

And when they go out to hunt

Sometimes they bring back big game!
What a wonderful place.

Scene 5
CATHY, sitting at a table in candle-light, holding a ring.

CATHY

Yes, | will' I do! | really do!

DAVE

(entering.) Yes, she will! She really will! I do! | really do!

CATHY

Dave. Dave, my love, you made it back. Safe and sound. (Beat.) You did. You made it
back safe and sound.

DAVE

They drugged me with a shot of glucose. | guess they knew | would resist if they tried to
abduct me by force, so they tricked me instead. Clever little green devils. But | resisted
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the shot for as long as | could. For like an hour or so ... (Pause.) Are you pissed?
Because ... because of the shot? Because of the glucose?

CATHY

Why would | be pissed about that?! That shows you really care about me! My god, how
many people can say their fiancé cares enough to get abducted by aliens just to avoid
abducting me?! Yes - no more abduction for Dave! No more fear of hurting Cathy's
delicate little flower petals by brute force ... And don't even tell me you didn't enjoy
yourself a little bit down there in UFO land ... Those big green guys with their funny
teeth and clever hands had fun, didn't they?! What's that? You don't speak Klingon?
Well ok then - yes, you spoke Klingon, alright!? Not to worry though - your Cathy knows
all the translations ... (Beat.) You know what this means, don't you?

DAVE

| can go on your blog now without feeling guilty.

CATHY

Exactly. We're now officially a abducted-by-aliens-together couple. We have all the right
in the world to be there because we are abducted together! (They hug.) Perfection. | am
so happy right now. Dave, my love ... our life together will be nothing but happiness and
laughter from here on out! (She offers him the ring.) Here. Put this on my finger, dear.
(He does. They kiss.) Though perhaps we'll avoid abducting during our honeymoon ...
unless of course you want to ... no? Good - then it's settled! From here on out: nothing
but happiness and laughter for us two little aliens living among the big green aliens! We
are life's hilarious joke, Dave! Isn't that just amazing?! (CATHY 1 enters.) There she is

... My friend since forever and fellow alien abductee, Cathy 1! We got engaged, hi!!! Isn't
this awesome!!!l 2111 21 2297 299 292 22 2?2 27?2 27272 2?2 2?2 2727?22 1?21?227272727?111

CATHY 1

(Cheerfully) Wow wow wow wow wow wow wow wow DAVE AND CATHY'S

that order.) Wow wow wow wow wow wow - engaged wow wow - Cathy you're engaged
- you're getting married - to Dave! Wowwowwowwowwowwowwow!!!
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CATHY
See? See how happy we all are! Life is beautiful, isn't it?!? (CATHY 2 enters.) Hi, hi!! It's

CATHY 2
(Disinterested) Oh ... great. Wonderful.

(She leaves abruptly. They ignore this.)

CATHY 1

| knew this day would come! | totally saw this coming a mile away!! You two were made
for each other!! I've known Dave since he was a baby and trust me: he is perfect for
you!ll Wow!!l What a perfect match!!! My best friend forever and fellow alien abductee is

CATHY

We should have a party! A huge engagement party with all our friends and family! We
can even invite aliens if they want to come — we don't discriminate here at the Cathy &

CATHY gets abducted and DAVE follows her onto the alien ship.

Scene 6

DAVE

Where are you? Cathy?! Hey, what's going on?! What are you doing?! Where are you?!!
(Silence. Silence for a long time.) Cathy? Are you ... playing a joke on me? Is this some
kind of twisted joke because | brought up my concern about the glucose shot earlier and
now you're trying to make fun of me because I'm scared of needles? That's not very
nice, Cathy. You know | don't like needles! That has nothing to do with aliens! Nothing
at all! (Pause.) Are you reading this in my thoughts and just ignoring me on purpose
because it's funny to annoy me? OKk, fine, if that's how you want to play it then | won't
talk at all' I'll just sit here quietly until someone lets me out or until | figure out how to
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escape on my own ... But don't expect me to be chit-chatty while | do it! (He sits quietly
for a beat.) And don't expect a rescue mission — your best friend Cathy 1 knows that we
are engaged now so she'll tell everyone! She knows you pretty well so there won't be
any awkward silences during the party when someone asks where you are and she has
to say “abducted by aliens” or something like that - no, she'll be cool with it and will play
along with our little extraterrestrial joke ... And when we return from our honeymoon,
we'll be a happily married couple with no room for awkwardness and no reason to avoid
discussing aliens or getting vaccinations or anything! Is that what you want? Is that your
plan?! To make me miserable and inject awkwardness into our relationship so you can
avoid talking about whatever the hell it is that's really been bothering you?! You might
fool your alien buddies but you sure as hell won't fool me!!! (Pause.) Fine. Whatever. |
don't care. | love you no matter what. You know that. The aliens don't scare me, and
neither do your weird moods. I'm here for you, my beautiful little clown fish ... My darling
little basket case ... My intelligent but insane little ...

(He finally sees CATHY 1 enter.)

Oh, hey, Cathy 1. | was just telling her about our engagement party and how she has to
come because we're getting married now and it's official. Is she coming? Does she want
to come?

CATHY 1

Of course she wants to come!!! She loves parties!!!

(CATHY 1 exits.)

DAVE

And she's not insane. | was just joking about that, ok? (He sits quietly again.) I think I'm
in a spaceship ... and Cathy has been abducted by aliens. Wow! How weird does that
sound?! It sounds weird! That's crazy stuffl We're getting married, though — that stays
the same no matter what!! She said yes so it's official now! The rest is just ... some
weird cosmic joke that doesn't really matter ... Isn't life funny sometimes?! (Pause.)
What was | saying before? Right: Cathy 1 loves us getting engaged because we're
aliens together now, doesn't she? Yes, of course — we're all aliens together now. A
hilarious joke on life itself ... Yes ... That's it exactly. Life is nothing but a big cosmic joke
and we're all in on it together. Is Cathy 2 coming to the engagement party too? Does
she know yet? Should | tell her? Does she care enough to come if | tell her we're
officially engaged now? Ok — here goes: Dear Cathy 2, our engagement is official
because we are aliens together now and that means more than just getting engaged — it
means something powerful and magical ... Something truly magnificent as only lifelong
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friends can share with each other as deeply as we do so you should definitely come to
our engagement party because it will be fun! Also, bring your boyfriend or whatever if
you want, | don't give a crap about your love life or who you bring or whether or not you
even come at all - I'm just trying to help out because this whole thing is bigger than me
and my stupid concerns about the fact that Cathy might be making fun of me for being
scared of needles when we got here so fuck off.

Scene 7
CATHY 2 enters.

CATHY 2

Hold on to your tentacles! We're returning to Earth! All hands on deck!!! Chaos reigns!!!

(Exit.)

DAVE

What the hell just happened? Where am 1?! Oh ... Right ... The spaceship. Ok, good.
That's good. | don't know how | got here but that's fine because Cathy is not going to get
the best of me — I'm smarter than she is and I'll find a way out of this no matter what!
Let's see ... (Looks around.) There has to be a door or a hatch or something somewhere
in here - aliens don't like doors or hatches but we humans have all kinds of them ... So
there has to be one someplace ... Unless they've built one since | was last on board ...
Or unless they've remodelled their ship without telling me... Well, whatever — there has
to be a way out and I'm going to find it!

(He starts searching.)
Fade out.

All right, you caught me escaping ... Fine. I'm at the dance of destruction alright — what
do you expect?! These aliens are out of control! They've gone mad with power (or lice
or whatever)! What kind of horrors have | withessed today?! And this is just a regular
day!"'! How am | supposed to live like this?!

14



Scene 8

DANCE OF DESTRUCTION begins when lights come up. Noises, movements,
distractions, etc., as if an alien dance party is in progress.

CATHY and many ALIENS enter on the ship. CATHY is very happy.

CATHY 1

Oh my god, | love coming back to Earth! This place is so much fun!!!

(Exits.)

Everyone dances around her a bit, making weird noises and generally having fun.
CATHY joins right in and starts dancing with them, etc. She notices that DAVE is not
joining in.

CAHTY

They have brought gifts for us this time! Come see what we brought you this time! (She
drags him over to some boxes.) Look — we got you cats!!!

(Beat.)

You don't like our gift? These are ... exotic species of cats from other planets! Look —
they even wear little collars just like your cat does!!! See?! They're all sedated but they'll
wake up soon enough and then you can play with them just like you play with your own
cat! Isn't that great?! We thought about getting you mice instead but decided against it
because your cat seems to hate mice ... Don't worry — we'll leave the cats here if you
don't want them but we really think —

(DAVE rushes out of the room.)

Ok, fine — he doesn't like the gift... Well, there's always next time! He sure enjoyed our
last trip though!!!

(Exits.)

CATHY 2 enters carrying a bucket full of squirming cats. She goes to the box and
removes a cat from it, holding it in her arms like a baby.
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CATHY 2

(To cats) Hi there little one - mommy's got you ... (To audience, crooning.) You're my
little kitten aren't you? Mmmmmm... Aren't they adorable? It looks like one of them has
some sort of skin condition though ... Poor little thing! I think this one is a guy — he's so
big! These are great presents! Dad is going to be so happy!!!

(Exits with the bucket.)
More ALIENS enter singing and dancing.
ALIEN 1 enters.

ALIEN 1
Welcome to Earth!

(Exits.)

Enter CATHY and DAVE 2. The setting is the same as in Scene 1 of Act 1, but we see it
from their point of view: the spaceship. The ship makes all sorts of weird sounds
(heating up, cooling down, moving, etc.), there are flashing lights and aliens running
around making funny noises — it’s quite frightening for them at first. CATHY 2 clutches a
cat to her chest and DAVE 2 is trembling. Both have split lips/bleeding mouths. They
move away from the door as far as they can go, towards the back corner of the stage.
They try to hide behind some equipment while they figure out what they should do
next... This goes on for a bit until ALIEN 1 enters, followed by others who join in a song
and a dance. They are terrified during this scene because whenever an alien enters
there is always the possibility that it will devour them (or worse). But that does not
happen here — these aliens simply want to welcome them back to Earth with a dance.
This will be true throughout this scene: no harm will come to them as long as they stay
in this room during this party... While dancing around CATHY 2 one of the aliens
inadvertently steps on her foot and she yelps in pain. The aliens notice this...

ALIENS

How nice! How nice to be home! How nice to be on Earth! We are so happy here!!!

(Exits.)
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CATHY 2

Wow — they're actually glad to see us... Dave, do you think they're letting us go?! Maybe
it's time for me to go home!!! But what about the cats? Well, maybe I'll just take one of
them home — it looks like a he, so it's probably not a mommy cat. | can't leave the poor
thing here! And maybe the aliens will let me come back and play with them again

(DAVE 2 is looking at CATHY 2'S feet.)
What?
(She crouches down a bit so that he can see her feet better.)

It's nothing — one of them accidentally stepped on my foot... It didn't hurt that much
though ... Do you think we can make a run for it now? Should we wait a little while

longer? What do you think? You know these aliens better than | do - what should we
do???

(DAVE 2 puts his finger in her mouth [or touches her foot] and she yelps.)

Ouch! What the hell'? Why did you do that?! That hurts!!! What were you thinking?! Ok,
fine, if you want to stay here then I'm staying here too but don't touch me!!! You want to
stay here then go ahead but don't touch me!!!

(Exits.)
Oh wait — Dave??? Dave, where are you going??? Come back!!!

DAVE 2 exits. CATHY 2 enters. She looks around for him... He does not return. She
slowly walks out of the room until she cannot see it anymore. Fade out.

Act 2

Scene 1

The Alien Mothership in Orbit Around Earth [CATHY is sleeping on a table. She is
abducted frequently, but she usually manages to sleep through the whole thing-- Once
she gets abducted she just lays down on a table and falls asleep pretty fast, so this
doesn't seem to be a big ordeal for her any more; We should get a sense that when she
gets abducted there is usually quite a bit of activity around her— The aliens might be
preparing stuff for an abduction or cleaning up after an abduction, etc., but all we see of
this is Cathy lying still, sleeping; After an abduction she always wakes up slowly and
gradually, even though sometimes it takes hours to happen; In this scene one of the
ALIENS stands close by and looks at her while she sleeps — he watches her breathe,
strokes her hair with his hand (the other hand has three fingers); He whispers to himself
and smiles.]
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ALIEN 1

She still looks like one of us.

[Another Alien enters.]

ALIEN 2

We should leave her alone.

ALIEN 1

But she's beautiful. | can't help myself. Even when she looks like one of us, she still
looks like us. | can't stop looking at her. Wherever we go, she looks like us, but also
human. She's very fetching... Do you think she'll be annoyed if | take a sample? Just a
little bit? For the genome project?

ALIEN 2

Go ahead... But only if you need it for the genome project. You know what to do with it
afterwards. Don't get caught; don't hurt her dignity... And be gentle with her, even
though she won't know it was me. Make it last as long as possible—You know; for
research purposes...

[The other Alien takes some blood from Cathy.]

ALIEN 1

I'll be quick and delicate... Like a hummingbird... Or a butterfly... [He starts to leave.] Oh!
And tell them | did well! Tell them | was very careful--and quick--and gentle--and silent--
and fruitful' That I left lots behind to study! And tell them thanks! Thanks so much for
this opportunity!!!

[The other Alien leaves.]
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Scene 2

(Two weeks later) [CATHY is sleeping on the table; Dave enters and sees Cathy asleep
on the table; He talks to himself (quietly) while he gets ready, preparing an injection Kkit.]
When Cathy wakes up, Dave injects her with something that will make her groggy and
drowsy — so much so that she won't be able to escape; Then he straps her down on
another table and puts restraints on her wrists and ankles; He plans to give her an
injection in the neck that will block some of her sensory inputs so that she doesn't feel
anything during whatever he's going to do to her — This is done for both convenience
and safety reasons; While he prepares things Cathy slowly comes around and realizes
where she is and what's happening]

DAVE

It's okay, sweetheart—everything's going to be fine—just lie still—you're safe now—It's
okay—Just stay calm... You might feel a little pinch...

CATHY
What??!!

DAVE

Shhh... It's okay... Everything will be fine...This won't take too long... Just lie still...If you
struggle you could hurt yourself... Trust me...Okay? Okay...? ...Just keep your eyes

closed if you don't want to watch...[He injects Cathy in the neck] Ooh, sorry about that...
There...that wasn't so bad, was it...? See - it's all done... You can open your eyes now...

CATHY
What the fuck??!!

DAVE:
Shhh... Don't get upset, Cathy. It's all for the best... Trust me... Can you sit up?
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CATHY
What did you do to me?

DAVE

| just made it so we can take a little trip together... A really fun trip, actually... I'm sorry
about the restraints, but | don't want you to accidentally hurt yourself during our
journey—You being okay with these restraints being a consensual thing between two
adults... Is that right...?

CATHY

Dave, what are you doing??!! Let me go! Stop this! What is wrong with you???

DAVE

Nothing's wrong--Everything's perfect! Just lie back and relax—We're going to have lots
of fun together--[To himself] Just give her a bit of time to settle in—This usually takes a
while...

[Two ALIENS enter.]

ALIEN 1 & 2

[They speak in clicks and whistles.] Hi, Dave! Everything ready? Great!!! Let's go!!!
We're already late!!!

ALIEN 1

[To Cathy] It's okay, Cathy—we're friends! We're taking you to meet someone very
important!!!

CATHY

Dave, what are they talking about???
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DAVE

They're just saying hi, and that it's time for us to go, that's all... They say they're looking
forward to meeting you... [To Aliens:] Thanks for letting me take her. | don't know if |
would've made it on my own... She's quite strong... And feisty... You should see how
she can run and jump and stuff... She has amazing muscle tone-- You guys have done
a great job educating her!!!!

ALIEN1 & 2

[In English] It was no problem!!! We were happy to do it!!! We love taking care of our
special humans!

CATHY

DAVE

It's okay... Just relax... Do you want some water...? Here you go.... [He holds the bottle
up to her mouth so she has no choice but to drink from it.] Good girl.... That's a good
girl... You'll like meeting them — They're your people,...just like you...You have lots in
common with them... They'll love you when they meet you ...Just like | do... Shhhhh....
Just close your eyes and go back to sleep now...You need your rest ...And don't worry
about the straps — They're there only to prevent accidents, so don't feel guilty or
anything — This will be fun for all of us — Just relax now, and go back to sleep—Dave will
be right here when you wake up—Everything will be fine-- And we can finally meet in
person after all these years...Isn't that great????

Scene 3

[CATHY wakes up on a table in an Alien Laboratory. She can't move because she's
strapped down. There are several other humans all around her, also strapped down,
also awake and terrified like her; There are four ALIENS in the room — One of them
looks at her, strokes her hair with his hand, and whispers to himself; Another injects her
with something that will make her sleepy again so they can do experiments on her
without any trouble from her.]
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CATHY

are you people???? What is this place? Dave? Dave?! Hey! Is anyone there named
Dave?! My boyfriend!!! Is he here??? Oh god!! What did they do to me??? Am |
paralyzed??? Why can't | move??? What the fuck did they do to me??!?!

ALIEN 1

[In English] Hi, Cathy!!! It's great to finally meet you!!! We've been looking forward to this

for a long time!!!

CATHY

What the fuck happened to me??!! And who are you? Did they kidnap me or
something?? Because if they did, | swear to god I'll kill them both right now no matter

ALIEN 1 & 2

[Simultaneously] No! Of course not!!! He loves you!!!! He had nothing but good
intentions when he brought you here!!!! You should be thankful instead of being so
angry at him!

CATHY

Then what the hell is going on???? Were those things he said about wanting an inter-
species peaceful encounter true or just bullshit??? Answer me goddamn it! Are aliens
really just friendly curious beings who want nothing more than to teach us about love
and peace and harmony??? Well if that's true then why didn't they come here
themselves instead of sending some scum-bucket loser from Earth who has clearly
never had a shred of decency or integrity in his whole life???? Does looking like shit
count as a form of communication??? [To ALIEN 1] And you! You're a supposed
scientist, aren't you? With a Ph.D.?! How can you possibly look like that?!!! Are you
fucking kidding me??? You've got all these limbs and stuff and your skin is green and
I'm sure you have other disgusting traits as well — So just fuck off with your cultural
exchange program, alright?!!!!

[All the humans start screaming at once — The Aliens try to calm them down...]
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ALIEN 2

hate people who think they can bullshit their way into my heart and convince me that
there are no aliens in the universe except for nice ones who want to teach us all about
peace and prosperity and harmony among species, because clearly they have never
heard of history or psychology or literature, which clearly states that if something looks
ugly and smells bad then chances are it is ugly and stinks—FUCK OFF YOU

you're so angry at us!!!l Dave warned us that humans can be quite unpredictable in
emotionally-charged situations like this!!! We didn't expect this—We thought things
would go much smoother than this—Dave assured us... He said... he said... [A beat.]

CATHY What?!!! What did you say????

ALIEN 1 & 2

DAVE

[From off-stage] It's okay guys — I'm here now — Everything will be fine...
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CATHY
[To Aliens] Who the fuck is that??!?!7?!

ALIENS & HUMANS
Dave!!! Oh god oh god oh godddddd.

Scene 4

[DAVE enters with ALIENS]

DAVE

Hi, Cathy... It's me... Don't be scared... Everything is fine now... These nice aliens here
have explained everything to me and we're all on the same page now... What have the
aliens explained? What is happening?

ALIEN 1

Well, you see... It's like this... We're actually a race of time-space explorers who use
organic matter from other planets to fuel our ships... Each time we take something from
another planet it creates a time paradox which allows us to travel through time and
space — We do this in order to study cultures and life forms throughout the universe...
Unfortunately, whenever we take something, there is always a tiny bit of side effects —
Some plants or animals die, or get sick, or become less productive, etc. — This is what
Dave has been trying to warn us about all along but we didn't understand his message —
What he meant was that each species that is taken from its original planet creates a
new time paradox which kills everything else on its home planet except for the species
that was taken... So when we took cats and monkeys and rabbits and foxes and so forth
from Earth they created these time paradoxes which killed off most of the life on our
planet... Dave thought we knew this and that's why he was kidnapping Cathy — He didn't
know that we are not from Earth, so he thought we were the ones responsible for killing
off most of the life on our home planet... He thought that if he took an alien life form
away from us that we would be killed along with everyone else on our planet... We
never meant to hurt anyone... We're really very nice guys — We just don't understand
human society and emotions very well... But now that Dave understands all this
everything is fine now... Isn't it, Dave?

[DAVE nods.]
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CATHY

So why did you inject me with a sedative??? What were you going to do to me????

ALIEN 2

We were going to take a sample of your skin cells so that we could go back in time and
study your DNA so that we can learn more about human biology.

CATHY

So | was basically a replacement for some rabbits? Is that it?

DAVE

Cathy... It's not so simple...

ALIEN 1

[Simultaneously] Of course it is!!! Why are you being so cynical??? Haven't you ever
done anything that benefited someone else at your own expense??? Isn't that what love
is all about — Being willing to sacrifice yourself for someone else??? Don t you think we
know this better than anyone???? You're making us feel bad — Why are you being so

CATHY

[To Dave.] So these guys were going to Kill off most of the life on their planet just like we
did here, right? So why wouldn't they try to do the same thing here too? And if they
already caused a massive extinction event on their own planet in order to fuel their
ships, then why wouldn't they do it here too — Wouldn't they have done it already if they
weren't stopped by Dave and his message??? This doesn't make sense, Dave — What

DAVE
[Pause.]

You're right... There's something more going on here and | haven't told you about it yet.
But | swear that this time I'm not fucking things up or lying to you, Cathy — This time
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everything's really as simple as it seems. What the aliens told us is 100% true. They
really don't know any more than what they've told us. As far as why they would want to
kill off most of the life on Earth in order to fuel their ships: Well, Cathy... Extinction
events just happen sometimes; Life forms get sick and tired and run out of ideas and die
for no reason at all; This has nothing at all to do with our own activities; We didn't create
this event — It happened entirely on its own. We're just cleaning up the mess that's all.

CATHY

So what if | don't accept your explanation? What if | decide that you're lying to me again
and working on behalf of these guys to kill off most of the life on Earth here too???
What will happen then?

DAVE

Nothing... [The ALIENS look at DAVE.] What | mean to say is, things are complicated
and they can only get more complicated from here... | know this isn't what you want to
hear but there is no clear-cut line between good and evil in reality: Everything is always
somewhat good and somewhat bad at the same time; Nothing is ever as simple as it
seems...

Scene 5

[The ALIENS prepare to inject CATHY with a sedative. DAVE stops them.]

DAVE

Wait a minute, guys... Cathy and | have talked it over. We've both realized that we want
the same thing here: We both want life on Earth to continue in some form or another.
And the only way for life on Earth — both here and back on your planet — to continue is if
you inject her with a small sample of skin cells so that you can go back in time and
study her DNA... Right, Cathy?

CATHY
[After a pause.] Right.

ALIEN 1 & 2

Great!!! Let's get started!!!
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DAVE

Hold your horses!!! | haven't finished talking yet!!! First of all, Cathy wanted me to tell
you something before you inject her. It's kind of an apology... So she's going to say it
right now.

CATHY

Listen, guys... | just wanted you to know that I'm sorry about what happened to your
planet... | guess Dave was right; sometimes we do things without thinking about their
consequences first and this ends up hurting other people more than we realize... So if
injecting me with some of my own skin cells will help keep life on Earth going then count
me in!!

ALIEN 1 & 2

DAVE

[Simultaneously] Wait!!! Hold on a second!!! What she meant was that she's sorry about
what happened to YOUR PLANET 40 YEARS AGO when these extinction events
happened but she's not necessarily sorry about what might happen TO YOUR PLANET
IN THE NEAR FUTURE - IS THAT CLEAR??? SHE DOESN'T NECESSARILY
APPROVE OF WHAT YOU GUYS ARE GOING TO DO HERE OR ON YOUR OWN
PLANET IN THE NEAR FUTURE — UNDERSTAND???

ALIEN 1 & 2

[Simultaneously] Of course!!! We understand perfectly!!! Nothing could be more clear!!!
Now let's get this show on the road!!!

DAVE

[To CATHY.] You're sure about this??? Are you really OK letting them do this??? They
are aliens after all and they might not be as well-intentioned as they claim they are???
You could be making a huge mistake here if you cooperate with them... You don't have
to do this if you don't want to... If you'd rather die than let them take any cells from you
then I'll stand by your decision no matter what happens... This is totally up to YOU and
no one else....
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CATHY

[After a long pause] Dave, I've never liked cats very much, have I...? When we were
kids all the kids at school made fun of me because | loved dogs so much more than cats
— My favourite band used to be called ‘Dogs’ instead of ‘Cats’ and we used to sing
songs like “When | was a little kid / Two cats killed my dad” and so forth... | never told
you this before but I've always felt uncomfortable around cats ever since | was a little
girl... They creep me out... And now that | think about it, Dave, all the weird shit that's
happened to us throughout our lives can be traced back somehow to these fucking
aliens!!! Everything!!! The way we first met each other, the way | lost my virginity to you
when we were both so young, the way your ex-girlfriend tried to kill herself after you
dumped her, the fact that you've been obsessed with aliens for most of your life and the
fact that we had no kids, the fact that nothing good ever seems to happen to us —
Everything is connected in some weird fucked up way and if we look far enough back
into our past we're bound to find some alien shit mixed up in it somewhere!!! And now it's
come to this... They've picked us out for a reason... I'm going to let them take my cells because |
think it's what we've been heading towards all along and there's no use running away from it...
We'll see where this leads us... We'll see where this leads us...

END
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